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A group of 13 lawyers, led by partners Ilya Rybalkin and Suren Gortsunyan, have left Akin Gump to launch a new
firm in Moscow, amid sanctions complexities and other geo-political tensions.             

The new firm, Rybalkin, Gortsunyan & Partners (RGP), will continue to work with Akin Gump on a non-exclusive basis,
allowing the former to service certain high-ranking Russian clients caught up in Western-imposed sanctions without the risk of
a breach.

Disputes partner Ilya Rybalkin was a partner at Akin Gump for more than eight years, before which he spent time at Hogan &
Hartson (now Hogan Lovells) and German firm Noerr.

Having transferred several major cases over to RGP, he is currently representing PJSC Tatneft in its USD 380 million
misappropriation of funds claim against Ukrainian investors Gennadiy Bogolyubov, Ihor Kolomoyskyi and Alexander
Yaroslavsky in the English courts, as previously reported by CDR, and acts for a number of Russian clients in court
proceedings in the United States.

Joining Rybalkin is corporate, mergers and acquisitions (M&A) and disputes partner Suren Gortsunyan, who is
dual-qualified in England and Wales and in Russia, and brings with him clients including Finstar Group, Aeon Corporation
and several major Russian industrial groups and private equity houses.

The remaining disputes lawyers making the move are counsels Gayane Nadzharova, Ivan Meleshenko, Varvara Voynova
and Anastasia Konstantinova, associate Yan Kalish and paralegals Maria Shaubert and Vladislav Viryasov.

Those with non-contentious practices bring experience in M&A, tax, corporate and infrastructure. It is hoped the fee-earning
headcount will jump to 15 by the end of the year, with the firm claiming to have been involved in the largest transactions in
Russia with a cumulative value of more than USD 80 billion.

In a statement, Rybalkin said his team parts on excellent terms with Akin Gump, adding: “A team spin-off of this calibre and
scale from a leading international firm is unprecedented in the Russian legal market. RGP is a cohort of well-respected
professionals, ranging from associates to partners from top name firms, fully resourced from day one to advise Russian and
international businesses.  At a time when sanctions and other geopolitical measures are distracting law firms from their main
goal of serving clients we expect to attract further senior lawyers from international law firms.”

The news comes as the European Union this month extended its sanctions relating to Russia’s conduct against Ukraine by a
further six months, while the United Kingdom, in a joint statement with the United States, France, Germany and Canada, has
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called for wider sanctions to be imposed against Russia in relation to the Novichok chemical attack in Salisbury.

Meanwhile, recent US sanctions have extended to a Russian shipping company, as well as two others from China and
Singapore, over violations of North Korean sanctions.
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